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House of Representatives 
The House met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker. 
f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to the 
order of the House of January 8, 2018, 
the Chair will now recognize Members 
from lists submitted by the majority 
and minority leaders for morning-hour 
debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties. All time shall be 
equally allocated between the parties, 
and in no event shall debate continue 
beyond 9:50 a.m. Each Member, other 
than the majority and minority leaders 
and the minority whip, shall be limited 
to 5 minutes. 

f 

THE COST OF HEALTHCARE 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes 
the gentleman from Kansas (Mr. MAR-
SHALL) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, it is 
great to see so many youth in the audi-
ence today, and I look forward to shar-
ing what I think is perhaps the biggest 
problem that is facing Americans right 
now, and that is the cost of healthcare. 
Not the cost of healthcare insurance, 
but truly the cost of healthcare itself. 

When I look at the problems facing 
this country, most of us are very con-
cerned about our national debt of over 
$20 trillion. In fact, 28 percent of our 
Federal budget goes towards 
healthcare right now, and until we can 
start driving the true cost of 
healthcare down, we will never be able 
to fix this huge Federal debt. 

When I talk to small businesses 
across my district, their number one 
concern is the cost of healthcare. A 
sixth of their budget is going towards 
healthcare. 

Certainly, I believe that trans-
parency, innovation, and consumerism 
are the basic principles to drive down 
the cost of healthcare, but I want to 

stop today and applaud what the Presi-
dent and the Secretary of Labor did 
yesterday by opening up association 
plans. This is one small piece that will 
help drive down the cost of healthcare 
for folks who purchase healthcare as 
individuals or in small groups. 

This will start to break down the 
State walls which prevent competition 
and once again allow different groups— 
all my farmers could join together 
through their associations, or other 
small businesses would be able to group 
together and have better purchasing 
power. This is going to give 400,000 peo-
ple more health insurance and quality 
health insurance with true access to 
healthcare. 

Now, on the House side, we passed 
H.R. 1101, and that bill basically codi-
fies what the Secretary of Labor did 
yesterday. But like some 6,000 other 
bills, it has been sitting over in the 
Senate and, in this case, has been sit-
ting in the Senate for over a year. We 
need leadership on both sides of the 
House to help drive down the cost of 
healthcare. 

f 

IMMIGRATION AND CHILDREN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. CHE-
NEY). The Chair recognizes the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. LEWIS) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, as we stand here, a 5-year-old 
woke up in a cage. She committed no 
crime. She came here seeking hope and 
refuge. 

Instead, Madam Speaker, she was 
taken from her parents, from her both-
ers and sisters, from all she knows and 
loves. She does not know where she is; 
she does not know where her family is; 
she does not speak the language of her 
captives; and she may never see her 
family again. 

This morning, Madam Speaker, that 
innocent little child is crying in a cage, 
and we stand here doing nothing as in-

nocent little babies sit in modern-day 
camps. 

That is not right; it is not fair; and it 
is not just. And, Madam Speaker, his-
tory will not be kind to us if we con-
tinue to pass this unbelievable injus-
tice on to our children. 

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. CROWLEY). 

Mr. CROWLEY. Madam Speaker, 
there is only one word that goes 
through my mind when I think about 
what this White House is doing to chil-
dren right now. It’s ‘‘shame.’’ Shame 
on them. 

For years, we saw Republicans try to 
attack Democrats for having the gall 
to give millions of Americans 
healthcare or to address global warm-
ing. Your leaders stood up on this floor 
and said shame on us. 

Shame on you for letting this hap-
pen, for being willing to let kids be 
kept in warehouses because you can’t 
stand up to this President. 

These are children, children who de-
serve the love of a mother and a father, 
not cages and concrete floors. These 
are children, babies in some cases. 
They need someone to comfort them 
when they can’t sleep, to cool their 
food when it is too hot, to give them 
those basics of love and kindness that 
these children need. 

What they don’t need is to be used as 
hostages for President Trump to get 
his anti-immigrant wish list and a 
wall. They don’t need to be demonized 
when their families are seeking refuge. 

If President Trump and the Repub-
licans don’t think these families de-
serve asylum or protection, if they 
don’t think these people deserve a 
chance of a life of safety, they are 
wrong. But these are matters that we 
can debate. 

But you mean to tell me you don’t 
think these children deserve the love of 
their mother and the comfort of their 
father? You mean to tell me that the 
Bible puts law above keeping families 
together? Absolutely not. 
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